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SUMMARY

Ren Jiagi. The Process of Academicization of the Yangqgin in the Works of
Chinese Composers of the Second Half of the Tweeth and Early Twenty-First
Centuries. - Qualifying scientific work on the rights of a manuscript.

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the specialty 025
Musical Art - Mykola Lysenko Lviv National Music Academy, Ministry of
Culture of Ukraine. Lviv, 2023.

The dissertation is devoted to the issues of academicization of one of the most
popular Chinese cymbdke folk instruments, the yangqin. A comprehensive
analysis of a number of exemplary works is carried out, which highlights the
pealliarities of the musical language and stylistics of the leading composers of the
twentieth and early twentfjrst centuries- the creators of opuses for the yanggin.
Their expressive means and architectonics are thoroughly studied, and the issues o
synthesis of Chinese specificity and manifestations of the European tradition are
investigated. A detailed study of these parameters in exemplary works by Chinese
composers, namely the expansion of the genre and style palette, indicates the
academicization ofhie yangqging, which determines the relevance of the chosen
research topic.

The article outlines the ways in which cymiiike instruments, in particular

the Chinese yangqging, have spread and are used in the world. It is noted that the
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development of the yaggin took place over many millennia of Chinese music
history. In the Chinese tradition, the cymbals were used mainly in instrumental and
vocal genres of folk music, in ensembles and orchestras of folk instruments.
Sometimes the yangqging was used as anmpgaaying instrument in Chinese opera
and theater performances, and less often as a solo instrument.

The first chapter describes the historical stages of the development of Chinese
cymbals, the yangjing. On the basis of research by organists and musteplibgis
geographical and chronological boundaries of the spread of cyikdahstruments
are outlined. In systematizing the identified number of different names of cymbals, a
classification is used that divides them into six main groups based on comoten r
proposed by the famous Ukrainian scientist, researcher of cymbal studies in Ukraine
and abroad Taras Baran.

The impetus for the technical improvement of the cymbals, their distribution
and popularization on the professional stage was the graduaitionnef a number of
regional centers of professional cymbal art in China in thetwhtieth century, the
creation of national performing schools, and the emergence of virtuoso performers,
composers, and musicologists.

The rapid academicization of thestrument, which began in the mientieth
century, and, in particular, the emergence of a number of new genres in professional
music, gave impetus to the development and popularization of the instrument at a new
level in China and abroad (subsection 1.2).

The paper (subsection 1.3) highlights the common and distinctive features of
the leading stylistic trends in Chinese music, which in the musicological studies of Xu
Pingxing, Zheng Baochen (who identifies three more stylistic trends in addition to the
four main ones), and Xiang Zuhua were called the "Four Main Schools" of yangqging
playing that have emerged in the last two to three decades. Depending on the region
and style, the following are distinguished: Cantonese, Jiangnan Xijiu, Sichuanese,

and Northestern.
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For example, the Cantonese yangqing school is based on the traditions of
Cantonese instrumental music, where the yangqing is used as the leading instrumen
in an instrumental ensemble. Famous representatives of the school are Qiu Hechou
(1880-1942)and Liu Wencheng (1898981).

Jiangnan xizui is a style of traditional Chinese instrumental music from the
Jiangnan region. The term "jiangnan xiju" consists of two parts: "Jiangnan" is the
traditional name of the southern region of China; "Xiju" litgratieans "silk and
bamboo". In the early twentieth century, Shanghai became a center for the spread of
shiju: the city's elite organized numerous amateur shiju clubs for public performances
and for their own entertainment. Shanghai shiju became the basis @hinese
orchestra in the mitiventieth century.

In the midtwentieth century, this style was also included in the curriculum of
Chinese conservatories, where it continues to be performed in large ensembles anc
orchestras of folk instruments based andrand string instruments.

The Sichuan yangqing school is a unique regional school that is inextricably
linked to the Sichuan storytelling song and an unusual group of musicians. This
school is characterized by playing the yangqging with singing.

The Nortreastern school, also known as the Manchurian yangqging school. The
Southeastern School is defined by the music that was performed in the regions of the
so-called "Three Northeastern Provinces": Heilongjiang, Liaoning, and Qilin. In this
region, where shadowuppetry is very popular, yangging plays an important role.
Representatives are Zhao Dianxu and Xu Pingxing.

Section 2 is devoted to the history of the formation and development of the
Chinese national instrumental ensemble and the Chinese folk instrorokestra.

The formation of ensemble compositions and the composition of ensemble
instrumental music, as a rule, was decisively influenced by the geographical features
of the region, the specifics and differences in lifestyle and the level of technology

development in society, as well as the need to take into account the propaganda need
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of the government. Thus, the respective stylistic features of playing and ensemble
compositions depended on the historical, cultural, and social background of the
region.

The formation of the Chinese folk instrument orchestra is inextricably linked to
its sphere of existence. Orchestras were involved in various aspects of social life.
Their composition and number were also very diverse: small traditional ensembles
and largeorchestras.

Tracing the process of academicization of the yangqging, we note that in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, small ensembles were created on the basis c
traditional ones, which became the prototype of the folk instrument orah@égten
the Chinese folk instruments orchestra was formed, the group of stringed instruments
included Chinese cymbalsg/angqing.

In the midtwentieth century, professional folk instrument orchestras began to
function at music schools, conservatories, aedagogical universities in various
cities and regions of China. Among them are professional folk instrument orchestras:
Radio China Central Chinese Folk Instrument Orchestra, Shanghai, Hong Kong, and
Taiwanese Chinese Folk Instrument Orchestras.

In thetwentieth and early twentfyrst centuries, the art of playing the yangqing
entered a new phase of academicization of the instrument. Musicians have
significantly modified and improved the yangqing, presenting it as a versatile
instrument that can not onle included in various ensembles and orchestras, but also
used to perform a variety of solo programs.

Folk-song, instrumental and dance samples served as the basis for the creation
of author's instrumental and song works, both solo, ensemble and olctésitrg
mythological stories, historical legends, and traditions of calendar and ceremonial
events, contemporary Chinese artists have created a number of original instrumental
ensemble and orchestral opuses, as well as arrangements for various foldesisemb

or orchestras.
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The third section outlines the peculiarities of the Chinese yangqging school,
describes the processes of modernization and the technical characteristics of the
instrument.

The technical improvement of the yangqing has expanded the perform
ability to use expressive means and innovative techniques, and thus contributed to the
creation and expansion of professional repertoire for the instrument. It was the
appearance of a number of highly artistic professional works that gave a graasimpe
to the development and popularization of the instrument in the country. Chapter 4 of
the study is devoted to this issue. A number of facts confirm that since the middle of
the twentieth century, the Chinese dulcimer (yanggin) has been gaining rexogsiti
a concert instrument. It is noted that in addition to the alnoaetioned parameters
that influenced the academicization of the dulcimer, namely the introduction of
professional centers for teaching the instrument, the formation of national sehools,
determining factor was the emergence of a number of professional composers who
created a new repertoire for the yangqing.

The first subsection of the fourth chapter provides an overview of the works of
contemporary Yangtze composers, teachers, and pwfer The voluminous list of
their names Xusheng Qian, Liu Yuning, Xiang Zuhua, Zhang Baohong, Li Qiao,
Huang He, Liu Hanli, Li Linglin, Zhengtian Zhang, Cui Jian Qing, Cui Xi Li, Liu
Yuning - testifies to the academicization, and thus the developmedt an
popularization of the instrument.

The next subsection is devoted to an introduction to an unusual area of the
existence and development of Chinese musical culture, namely pop music and
performance. It is noted that the system of professional educattbe field of pop
music is expanding in the country. The musical as a synthesizing genre that combines
vocals, dance, instrumental performance, and drama is gaining special development.
The founder of this genre is Li Jinhui, the author of the followimgutar songs: "The
Rain Is Falling", "My Love for You", etc. The folk flavor of pop songs is
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complemented by the special timbre of yangqin.

It is significant that not only those composers whose work was dominated by
pop, jazz, and other styles of musiawed to writing musicals, but also professionals
such as academic composers and virtuoso Yangtze performers: Wang Xi, Wang
Danhong, Gui Xili, and others.

Chinese pop music, in particular works for the yangjing folk instrument,
demonstrates the close coohen between Chinese national traditions and
innovative manifestations of pop culture, as well as the emergence of new pop genres.

The academicization of the instrument is confirmed by a comprehensive
analysis of a number of exemplary ensemble and oreth@gtirks with the yangging
solo part by prominent Chinese composers and virtuoso performers (second
subsection of Chapter 4). Improvements in the instrument's technical and expressive
capabilities, its proximity to the piano, which is already widespne&hina, in terms
of range, fullness, and mulibne sound, attract many musicians. As a result, the
genre and style palette of works for this instrument is expanding.

The works by Liu Hanli "Jin Lingxt Reflections on the City" and "Mulan Xi",
Xiang Zuhwa "Poetry of the Strait", Wang Xi "Falling Night Flower", Xu Xuedong
"Yaoshan Night Picture" (arranged by Wang Yun) are analyzed, Feng Jun's "Circle"
(arranged by Xun Xin (Le)), with solo yangging and ensembles and orchestras of
various compositions, demstnate a wide range of different forms, genres and styles.
These are largscale works of large form: concertos, suites, and freepeondic
structures.

All the analyzed works contain references to Chinese folk and instrumental
traditional music, combirewith Western stylistic trends and modern compositional
techniques. A comprehensive analysis of the architectonics of each piece confirms
that the compositional structure of the works as a whole, as well as of individual
sections, is influenced by natidmaodels of forming: variant development of themes

based on the improvisational tradition of the East prevails.



16

The synthesis of various stylistic manifestations, innovative techniques and
transformation of Chinese folklore can be traced in all the arglmpeks. In these
works, we also note the different compositions of ensembles or orchestras:

- The expressive means in Liu Hanli's concerto Jin Liadgeflections on the
City for folk instruments and yangqing confirm the synthesis of romantic expressive
means and Manchu folklore;

- the features of impressionism with the transformation of$olkg samples of
traditional Chinese music are observed in the ensemble of yangging and piano by
Wang Xi "Falling Night Flower";

- manifestations of the stylisticsf dChinese and European classical and
romantic musie in the Concerto for Yangging and Orchestra "Poetry of the Strait" by
Xiang Zuhua,;

- national peculiarities of Chinese music with elements of modern
compositional techniques in Xu Xuedong's "Yaoshan Nrytture" and Wang Yun's
arrangement for chamber ensemble;

- synthesis of colorful folk melodies and modes and Western harmony of the
romantic tradition with polyfunctional and polyladic layeia Feng Jun's Circle for
solo yangqging and Xun Xin's (L@yrangement for yangqing, celesta, cello;

- a combination of linguistic and stylistic expressive meartsarmonic,
metrical, timbre of Chinese and European music in creating the image of the
legendary Mulan and her exploisn Liu Hanli's Mulan Xi for sto yangqging and
ensemble of folk instruments.

It is determined that the characteristic feature of all analyzed compositions is
programmatic: it is either a clear, clear plot program of the work, indicated by the
titles of each part, or the development diterary mythological plot, or a series of
symbols, which is reflected in the program title of the work. Reflections of thoughts,
rituals, customs, pictures of folk life, the history of the region, glorification of heroic

deeds of mythological and realrbes, and the beauty of nature form the basis of the
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program of Chinese opuses. Along with sound recordings, sometimes with
manifestations of sound imagery, the music reflects the authors' creative ideological
and philosophical ideas in a rather abstraay.w

Thus, this work for the first time traces the process of the instrument's
academicization, which manifested itself in the formation of professional academic
education at various levels in the yangzi class, the appearance of works for the yangzi
at comptitions, festivals, concerts, and the expansion of the genre and style palette of
works for the instrument; introduces a significant layer of concert repertoire for the
yangzi into scientific circulation; reveals the relationship in the instrument's
acadenicization between its technical improvement and the expansion of the
performance repertoire; the relationship between the emergence of numerous
examples of the genre and the figures of composers who are also virtuoso performers
is demonstrated; a compretseve musical and theoretical analysis of a wide range of
concert works for the yangqging is carried out; a peculiar dialogue between Western
and Eastern musical traditions is revealed in all works.

This work aims to draw the attention of researchers tbdustudy the concert
repertoire for yangqing, which still remains insufficiently studied in both Chinese and
Ukrainian musicology. The concertos for yangqging with orchestra or ensemble of folk
instruments considered in this book constitute only a snall pf the concert
repertoire for yangqing created by Chinese composers in the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries.

Key words: Chinese music, folklore, romanticism, impressionism,
expressive means, genre, style, performance, innovative techniques, prarsical

culture, higher education institutions, composer, symbolism, academicization of

yangqging.
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