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ANNOTATION

Yuan Ye The influence of social and artistic life on the development of choral
composecreativity in China.

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the specialty-025
Musical Art. Lviv National Academy of Music named after M. Lysenko, Ministry of

Culture and Information Policy of Ukraine, Lviv, 2025.

A study of Chinese choral art was conducted in the discourse of its artistic,
culturalartistic and social significance in the life of the state. The research was base
on the study of scientific works by Chinese and foreign authors in art history, religion
studies, history, cultural studies, literary studies; on the origins of songs in China,
their themes, figurative and poetic content and their practical purpose; texts of
collections of Chinese myths and poetry, works of ancient philosophers and modert
music theorists on the soeaalucational function of music and singing in educating
people; a study of works devoted to the development of cultural exchanges an
intercultural interaction between China and the West was conducted, in particular, the
study of the influence on the formation and development of Chinese choral art of
individual Ukrainian representatives and Japanese choral culture, the meaning c

«chool songs» imported from Japan; works on the oldest examples of Chinese
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collective (unison) song performance, the ways of penetration into the Chinese art o
polyphonic choral singing, on the beginnings of teaching collective singing in China
in the 17thi 19th centuries; an overview of the development of Chinese choral
culture and art in the 20th century; works devoted to the consideration of the genre c
revolutionary songs and songs of aldpanese themes as the first examples of
singing polyphony; works on the issue of composers&apos; preservation of the
national style in choral creativity; the problems of choral education in China and the
emergence of the profession of choral conductor in Chinese educational institutions
The study of these issues made it possible to draw a holistic picture of the formatior
and subsequent development of polyphonic choral singing in Chinese culture in the
context of the social and artistic life of the state.

In studying the introduction of polyphonic choral singing into Chinese culture,
a retrospective analysis of the historical, social and cultural life of China was carried
out before the appearance of the first choral works by professional composers at th
beginning of the 20th century. For this purpose, a study was conducted of the feature
of the aesthetic needs of Chinese singing culture, based on the preservation of tt
national tradition of monodic singing, argued by the belief in the origin of musical
sounds from the Universe and their belonging to magical forces, which requires
performance in an extremely pure form, i.e. in unison; the attitude of the Chinese tc
the art of poetry and the creation of song lyrics from the first person with the
transmission of purely personal individual emotions; the creation of unrhymed texts
of a nonsquare structure with the widespread use of rdtythmic changes; the
fixation of these characteristics in the oldest books of China in the "Book of Songs"
and in the "Book of Changes"; the influence of the views of the humanistic teachings
of Confucius on the impeccable sounding of monophonic melodies, in which he saw
the standard of beauty of music and the highest manifestation of purity and harmony
on the need to approach the ideal of beauty to the quietest possible sound, possik
only with monophonic singing; the devotion of the Chinese to national traditions.
Ancient examples of heterophonous performance as a minor rhythmic or ornamente

branch from the sounds of the main voice have been identified.
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The gradual influence of world traditions of polyphonic choral singing on their
introduction into Chinese monodic singing culture was analyzedamanarized. In
the context of preserving the national tradition of monophonic singing, the factor of
China&apos;s centuriedld isolation from the influences of foreign achievements
was noted. In the projection of the introduction of polyphonic singing forms to China,
the influence of religions of Eastern and Western civilizations, which became the first
impetus for the development of intercultural contacts, the role of the migration of
neighboring Asian peoples to China in this process and the formation of a syncretic
system of religious beliefs were singled out. In particular, the traditions of Shintoism,
related to Chinese Taoism and Confucianism, penetrated China from Japan, whic
had in common respect for nature and its glorification in songs, views on the role of
music in the expression of natural psy«rotional reactions of a person, ideas
about the futility and transience of earthly existence. The first acquaintance of the
Chinese with the Japanese monophonic collective singing of religious hymns of
syomgo and secular songs, the introduction of «chool songs»at the end of the 19tt
century, are recorded.

The positive achievements of the reign of Emperor Kangxi (l622) are
singled out. He was the first to promote the study of certain European sciences an
arts in China, supported the activities of Christian missionaries who spread Christiar
teachings in China, built Christian churches, held choral services in them, and opene
church schools where they taught musical literacy and choral singing, and as a resul
contributed to the practical involvement of China in learning about European choral
culture.

The importance of internal soemwlitical events in China at the end of the 19th
and the first third of the 20th centuries, which influenced the acceleration of the
integration of choral singing into Chinese culture, is studied: the rise of the Taiping
and Yihetuan rebel activity, the Opium Wars, the spread of China&apos;s colonial
expansion, a large concentration of foreigners and forcible imposition of their culture
and customs, the partial opening of state borders, the strengthening of China&apos

trade and cultural exchanges with the outside world, the collapse of the power of the
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imperial dynasties and the end of China&apos;s centoleessolation and the
emergence of a tendency to perceive and borrow Western cultural achievement:
wereinvestigated. The significance of the first trips of Chinese youth to study abroad,
the opening of the first private schools with training, in particular, in choral singing
(among the most important is the school of the Englishman R. Hart in Tianjin) is
given prominence to.

The development of socjoolitical events and related artistic processes in the
first third of the 20th century was studied, which contributed to the reorganization of
the life of the state in all spheres and the beginning of the next stage of the
development of Chinese national choral art. The impact on these processes by tt
Xinhai Revolution and the formation of the Republic of China (1912), the emergence
of a number of mass movements, such as <Movement for a New Culture»(1915
1916), <May 4th Movement»(1919), dMovement for a New Life»(1924), the idea of
which was the modernization of the life of the Chinese state in the context of its
sociopolitical system and cultural development by relying on the progressive
achievements of the West were investigated. In the conditions of the development ¢
revolutionary movements, the need to accompany mass performances with collectiv
singing of songs to raise the relevant spuais emphasized.

The first choral songs of Li Shutong, Shen Xinghong, and Xian Xinghai, which
were sung en masse in unison during demonstrations, are singled out. The firs
examples of twoand thregpart songs by Xiao Yumei, Nie Er, and Shi Mingxin are
characterized. The combination of elements of national folklore and Western
European march choral songs in them is noted.

The emergence and development of foreign collective singing forms in China
are associated with acculturative processes, the spreading of which becam
essentialboth for the formation of choral singing in China and for determining the
ways of further development of the entire musical culture of China.

In the context of the development of artistic life in northern China and the
rooting of Western traditions of professional choral singing, the significance of the

construction of the TrarSlanchurian Highway was investigated. Its functioning
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contributed taa powerful influx of cultural and artistic staff and the intensification of
intercultural interaction between the Chinese and artistic and cultural figures of the
West, the establishment of musical educational institutions (schools, technica
schools, conservatories) with choral singing classes, concert halls, the establishme
of publishing, the organization of the activities of literary, theatrical and musical
clubs. From the analysis of materialsao€hival newspapers and magazines 8orders
«heater and Arty {Harbin Herald» «Concerts. Musical Education» 4Herald of
Manchuria» numerous facts of listening to professional choral singing in Chinese
communities and the involvement of the Chinese population in listening to choral
numbers from operas by Western European composers were found out.

It is concluded that the formation of polyphonic choral singing in China
inevitably had to go through all the stages from the accumulation of knowledge
through a period of analysis and at the exit the synthesis of combined knowledge,
its generalization and implementation into its national practice. China could
successfully go through this path only while being in a close alliance with its allies
(knowledge) and intellectuals (all those who joined these processes until the
appearance of its first professional composers).

For the first time, the importance of the influence of Ukrainian choral art on
Chinese one at the early stage of its formation and on its further development wa
investigated. For this purpose, a significant array of archival newspapers anc
magazines was analyzed, from which it became known about the construction of th
first Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Harbin and the opening of the first legal
Ukrainian institution- the Ukrainian Club, in which, among other things, the first
Ukrainian theater stage was mounted, a general Ukrainian gymnasium and schoc
were opened, a literary and musical theater circle was organized, and a publishin
house of Ukrainian magazines was established. From the periodicals studiec
information was found drop by drop about the productions in China by the Ukrainian
director and actor Kost o Myrosl avsk;
performances with choral numbers &Natalka Poltavka» by |. Kotlyarevsky, «Gypsy

Aza» by M. Starytsky, Shelmenkalenshchyk» by K. Osnovyanenko, &Nazar
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Stodolya» by T. Shevchenko, the operas «aporozhets za Dunayem» by S. -Hulak
Artemovsky, 4vay Night» by M. Lysenko, the performance of excerpts from
&/echornytsi» by P. Nishchynsky. The figures of the Ukrainian choral conductor
Stepan Kukuruza, who organized the choir at the Church of the Protection of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and led the choir of the ‘8andura» group, as well as the
conductor of the Ukrainian choir V. Luksha, who in the 1930s performed in China
choral arrangements of carols, Ukrainian folk songs, excerpts from &/echornytsi»by
P. Nishchynsky, works by M. Lysenko and D. Sichinsky, were given prominence to.
After deportation to the Soviet Union, these conductors were immediately executed
Both of them became those who most actively contributed to the promotion of
Ukrainian choral art in China and thus influenced the continuation of the process of
integrating choral singing into Chinese culture.

The emotional characteristics of A
met the demands of the time for a collective form of proclaimingiamerialist
spirits. The significance of «chool songs» lies in their emotional support of the
demonstrators and the unification of large masses of people around a sociall
important idea, in an effective way of involving Chinese society in collective singing.
From the perspective of national and cultural dimensions, the concept of
«@cculturation»is comprehended as the adaptation of the school song genre to life ir
a foreign culture and d4nculturation» as the process of assimilation by Chinese
composers of the norms and elements of another culture.

Exampl es of using chor al creativity
Xinghai, Huang Zitagtc.were traced. The development of patriotic and
revolutionary themes in the songs, the nationwide love for these songs and thei
widest performance by working and military collectives were noted. A circle of
poetssongwriters, with whose names the emergence of highly artistic choral works is
associatedyas singled out.

Thus, choral singing, which has gone beyond the boundaries of school
education, has become the most notable feature of artistic life and musical creativity

The creation and performance of songs ondaytianese themes had a positive impact
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on the awareness of the need to deepen musical education and the beginning of t
development of choral singing in China as a professional form of creativity.

The main levers in the development of Chinese choral art are identified as the
influence of the knowledge experience acquired during training in Western musical
educational institutions, as well as the study of the activities of immigrants from
different European countries, their performance of works of European choral music.
and the staging of operas with extended choral numbers. These trends are identifie
as centripetal, which developed in the course of intercultural dialogic
communication.

On the path to the formation of choral education in China, the opening of the first
departments of professional training of choristers at the Shanghai Art Pedagogice
Institute (1923), the Higher School of Music in Harbin (1924) and the National

Conservatory of Music in Shanghai (1927) is noted.

It is stated that for the first time in Chinese musical art, choral work of Chinese

composers was marked by an appeal to the glorification of pictures of nature. Among
the first, miniature tweor threepart choral songs by Zhao Yuanzhen, Li Shutong,
and Xiao Yumei are sing. Attention was drawn to the reflection of the intonation
specificity of folk songs in their musical language, which became important for the
formation of the stylistics of Chinese choral music, different from European one.
The importance of the formation of the 4olk Music Research Bureau»was noted,
which, thanks to sound recording technology, gave composers and performers th
opportunity to hear authentic performances of songs of different nationalities, and
therefore to comprehend the unique rhythmic and melodic features of their musica
language. We associate with this the emergence of a number of artistic chore
elaborations of folklore.

From the point of view of the introduction of the latest European stylistic
techniques, choral songs by Ma Sitsung were singled out, which used the method ¢
processing the melody of folk songs by means of the stylistics of impressionistic

music.
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The emergence of new major genres was noted: the choral suite and cantat
which are products of collective creativity, the choral ballad, which is an example of
a combination of the free onmart form of a romantic ballad with its characteristic
through presentation of contrasting episodes and national folklore images anc
expressive means.

Since the 1980s, signs of «depoliticization»of choral works and a focus on the
themes of singing modern life, the creation of choral songs for children and songs o
religious themes have been observed. The formation of a significant number of
professional choral groups, their regular concert activities and the beginning of the
organization of state choral song competitions have been noted. For the first time i
the development of Chinese choral art, the desire of composers to more activel
popularize their own work in the world and expand the influence of Chinese national
choral music on the international arena has been observed.

Choral creativity of the late 20th early 21st centuries is marked by the
fl ourishing of the devel opment of f ol
which the tendency to combine the ethnic style of musical language with the
synthesis of Western and Eastern traditions is highlighted.

Along with songs, there is a significant expansion of the genre palette in the
creation of a significant number of largeale choral compositions. Higjuality
engineering solutions for the construction of concert halls and their acoustic
parameters contribute to achieving high artistic sound of choral works.

Professional training in choral singing took place in waves: the opening of the
first departments of choral conducting in the Shanghai and Beijing conservatories
(1956); a halt during the Cultural Revolution; systematic development of choral
education since the beginning of the 21st centatythe universities of Liaoning
(2003), Shenyang and Nanjing (2006), Guiyang (2008), Wuhan, Zhengzhou anc
Xinxiang (2010), Changsha (2014); opening of a postgraduate course for chora
conductors at Shenyang University (2017).

The first methodological works in choral raucting, the development of a

«module for the formation of choral conducting casi® colleges and universities»
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were studied. Their content, purpose and list of recommended works for concer
performances at each level; the thieeel conducting and choral education program

of the Central Beijing Conservatory: a bachelor&apos;s degree with the training of
singing teachers of primary education institutions, artists and choir conductors, &
master&apos;s degree in the areas of teaching singing and conducting a choir i
specialized art institutions of secondary education and a doctoral degree in the are:
of «Choral Conducting»and «Opera Troupe Managementere analyzed.

The scientific works of leading teachers of the Beijing Conservatory Ding Yi,
Wang Yuhe, Li Shuming, Tian Ye, Zhou Weiming, Li Zhenhua, Li Ting, etc. on the
history of the development of choral art in China, problems of choral education, the
analysis of individual most representative works, etc.; Liaoning Normal University
Zhai Rui and Zhou Peizhanon the use of the experience of Hungary, Sweden and
Great Britain, the psychological aspect ofareation between the conductor and the
choir artists, the need for students to deeply study harmony, polyphony, orchestre
instruments and arrangements to create orchestration when choosing a repertoire
cities where there are no orchestras with a complete staff, were analyzed.

It wasconcluded that the development of choral creativity in China took place
under the constant influence of qualitative changes in the artistic and social life of the
state.

Keywords:choral art, national musical culture, intercultural communication,
historical periods, soctoultural needs, folklore, genre, composer, style, repertoire,

scientific achievements, music education, meilinicity, Ukrainian music.
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